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16 IN MEMORY OF

He added, ¢Whoever wants my surgery may have it,
whether they have money or not.” He was charitable.
Every day of his long life of labor he did something for
the afflicted with no thought of a money recompense.
He recognized his obligations to the poor as he recog-
nized his obligations to deal fairly with, as well as treat
properly, every patient. His charities were a part of his
every-day work. Upon every student and upon every
class he impressed the obligation to deal honorably with
patients and to be kind to the poor. He was solicitous
for the character and the welfare of his graduates long
after they left the lecture halls, and felt keenly every evi-
dence of their successes or failures. He entrusted the
reputation of the school he had builded to its graduates,
and he cherished the good will and kind remembrance of
those graduates as much as his reputation in the profession
at large.

“These were some of the personal characteristics that
attracted students no less than his great skill and wonder-
ful knowledge, and for these he will be remembered by
the alumni. His generous endowment of this school
and hospital for medical education will remain his visible
monument, constantly reminding his successors of the
names and the work of his venerated uncle, Elias Cooper,
and his own. His contributions to surgical knowledge
are the property of the profession. His teaching, his in-
fluence, his cherished memory, are his legacy to the
alumni.”
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and also in the practice of his profession, brought him
rewards which enabled him to do what his beneficent
inspiration prompted, the founding of a great school of
medical education for the improvement of his loved
‘profession and the good of his fellow men.

“ The exacting conditions of his early life, imposed
upon a youth of extraordinary mold, developed a man
of great courage, self-reliance and strong will.

“He could fight like a lion for the oppressed and
never surrender to wrong.

¢ Apparently insurmountable obstacles in his early
education were overcome by industry, careful economy,
self-denial, a well disciplined mind and an unswerving
purpose to get an education and to do what he planned

to do.
¢« Levi CoopPeEr LANE

Was born in Ohio, on a farm thirty-four miles north of
Cincinnati, May 9, 1830. His grandparents were Jesse
Lane, born in North Carolina; Hannah Huddeston
Lane, born in Nantucket, Mass.; Jacob Cooper, born
in South Carolina; Elizabeth Walls Cooper, born in
South Carolina: all orthodox Quakers. His parents
were Ira Lane, born in North Carolina in 1803; Hannah
Cooper, born in Ohio in 1811. They were married in
Friends’ Meeting (Quakers), West Eberton, Ohio, in
June, 1829. Their first-born was called Levi, Biblical
names being common in the family and usual among the
Quakers. He had two homes in his childhood, being
nurtured and cherished by his grandparents as well as




































30 IN MEMORY OF

neighborhood was taken away. He saved all the loss of
blood possible; and in his later years he effectually
brought this about by ligating the principal artery that
led to the part to be excised. In this way he amputated
as vascular an organ as the tongue with scarcely any
loss of blood by tying the lingual artery before he began
the amputation. In plastic surgery he was not onlyan
adept, but original, as will be seen by his treatment of
that subject in his surgical book ; while in the great field
of fractures it is doubtful if he ever had a superior. He
never recommended an operation in what he conceived
to be a hopeless case, or except he felt, after careful
thought, a reasonable assurance that the knife was the
last resource. He was anxiously solicitous as to the
after-treatment, and never, except under exceptional
circumstances, left it to another.

“He was learned in both physiology and pathology,
and to the end that he might become so he attended the
lectures of the French savants, walked the leading hospitals
of Europe, attended the lectures of Huxley, and worked
in the laboratory of the great Virchow, who, in his venera-
bility of age, still remembers his pupil of old and the
untiring assiduity of his labors. At Berlin he was given
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and in England was
made a member of the Royal College of Surgeons.

“ With all the preparedness that came after years of
toil in his own and foreign countries — toil that covered not
only the theoretical but the practical — he began to devote
some hours each day to the collation of notes as a basis
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<« He had completeness: Gentleman and man
Bloomed in his nature a composite flower;
The grace and elegance of mien that can
Alone assure us that the subtile power
Of pure refinement every action rules,
High culture, dignity and gentleness,
All these were his. And in the sterner schools,
Where none but souls that vigorously press
Forever onward win the world’s success,
He was as sturdy as a man might be.
And with it all pretentious ne’er was he,
But went his way in charming modesty.

“Dr. Lane had no children but his works. Fortu-
nately for him he united himself more than thirty years
ago with a lady of rare accomplishments, who so fitted
into his life that the two became spiritually one. The
thought of the one was the thought of the other; together
they planned everything connected with the college and
hospital buildings ; together they explored literatures ; to-
gether they trod the shards as well as walked the flowery
meads ; and when the husband was doing work which by
reason of its nature the wife could give no assistance in,
he felt himself taking in at every breath the refreshment
of her love and sympathy.

“ Fortunate, thrice fortunate man! What fullness,
what roundness of completion, what achievement follow-
ing on concentration of faculty and effort, what heritage
as result of all, rise before us here in the very sublimity
of harmonious proportion! Why then should we grieve
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seven months younger than Dr, Lane, was his uncle, and
was in the closest terms of intimacy with Dr. Lane in
the latter’s years of youth and early manhood. Corre-
spondence by letter was always maintained between them
and their mutual affection continued strong and unim-
paired. The following is Dr. Cooper’s tribute:

“The conservation of energy is the most important
doctrine ever held by science. Its distinct enunciation
is recent, and it was formulated by those who either
ignored or were hostile to the belief that the world is
controlled by a personal God. But, like all the weapons
forged against supernatural religion, the evil purpose
thwarts itself, since this doctrine is found to be a most
effective iustrument in its support. For it teaches that
every kind of energy, which necessarily includes man’s
spirituality, the greatest ofall, is indestructible. Thisdoes
its work in one place and under one set of conditions,
then passes on undiminished to continue its service in
new spheres of activity forever.

“There are evidently two kinds of energy at work
in this world— one material, the other spiritual. The
former serves, the latter directs. The one acts blindly,
the other knows why it commands. Physical forces have
no meaning save as they are controlled by something
which knows why it acts. The latter may seem weak,
the weakest in nature, but ‘the thinking reed,” though
bending before every breeze in apparent helplessness,
sways the universe by its nod.
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the burning zeal for faithful service are safe beyond the
touch of the Destroyer. We think too much ofhis re-
moval from us and cannot quite sink our selfishness in
the thought of his promotion. Love, that took a last
lingering look at the shard which so lately was the
abode of a choice spirit, desires to keep him still ‘in
sight.

¢¢ Nor blame we Death because he bore

The use of virtue out of earth ;

We know transplanted human worth
Will bloom to profit otherwhere.

<< For this alone on Death we wreak
The wrath that garners in our heart ;
He put our lives so far apart
We cannot hear each other speak.’’



























